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Church Office Hours: 
Monday through Thursday—9 A.M.-12 P.M., 1-3 P.M. 

Fri—9 A.M. to 12 P.M. 

Ministers – All Members 
Kurt Jensen, Pastor 

Tom Hunt, Visitation Pastor 
 
 

Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany                             February 4, 2018 

We Prepare to Worship God 

Prelude   

Opening Hymn             “O Worship the King”  (vv. 1,2,5) No. 104 

Opening Prayer 

Time for Greeting 

Announcements 

Children’s Message 
 

We Hear God's Word  

Lesson: Isaiah 40:21-31 
Do you not know? Do you not hear? 

    Has it not been told you from the beginning? 
    Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth? 
22 It is he who sits above the circle of the earth, 
    and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers; 
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, 
    and spreads them like a tent to dwell in; 
23 who brings princes to nothing, 
    and makes the rulers of the earth as emptiness. 
24 Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown, 
    scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth, 
when he blows on them, and they wither, 
    and the tempest carries them off like stubble. 
25 To whom then will you compare me, 
    that I should be like him? says the Holy One. 
26 Lift up your eyes on high and see: 
    who created these? 
He who brings out their host by number, 
    calling them all by name; 
by the greatness of his might 
    and because he is strong in power, 
    not one is missing. 
27 Why do you say, O Jacob, 
    and speak, O Israel, 
“My way is hidden from the LORD, 
    and my right is disregarded by my God”? 



28 Have you not known? Have you not heard? 
The LORD is the everlasting God, 
    the Creator of the ends of the earth. 
He does not faint or grow weary; 
    his understanding is unsearchable. 
29 He gives power to the faint, 
    and to him who has no might he increases strength. 
30 Even youths shall faint and be weary, 
    and young men shall fall exhausted; 
31 but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; 
    they shall mount up with wings like eagles; 
they shall run and not be weary; 
    they shall walk and not faint. 
 

Gospel: Mark 1:29-39 
Immediately Jesus left the synagogue and entered the house of 

Simon and Andrew, with James and John. 30 Now Simon's mother-
in-law lay ill with a fever, and immediately they told him about her. 
31 And he came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and the 
fever left her, and she began to serve them. 
 

32 That evening at sundown they brought to him all who were sick 
or oppressed by demons. 33 And the whole city was gathered 
together at the door. 34 And he healed many who were sick with 
various diseases, and cast out many demons. And he would not 
permit the demons to speak, because they knew him. 
 

35 And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he 
departed and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed. 
36 And Simon and those who were with him searched for him, 
37 and they found him and said to him, “Everyone is looking for 
you.” 38 And he said to them, “Let us go on to the next towns, that I 
may preach there also, for that is why I came out.” 39 And he went 
throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting 
out demons. 
 

We Confess Our Faith                            
Apostles' Creed                                                           (on screen) 

 

We Respond to God’s Blessings 
Offering                                                                    

Offertory                          “We Are An Offering”                No. 678 
 

We Hear God's Word Proclaimed in Song, Word and Deed                
Senior Choir Anthem “Lord, Be With Us As We Praise” Catherwood 

Sermon                                “Hunting Jesus”               Pastor Kurt 

   Hymn                “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”     No. 11   
 

We Receive God’s Grace in the Sacrament 
   Confession and Forgiveness                                      (on screen) 

Words of Institution 
 The Lord's Prayer  

 Distribution 

We Receive God’s Promise to Go with us into Daily Life 
Blessing 

 Benediction 
 Closing Hymn “Crown Him with Many Crowns” (vv. 1,3,4) No. 45 

Postlude 
Prayer Team Available in Chapel 

 

 

Welcome to visitors! Today is Scout Sunday. A Scout is reverent. 
Thank you to all the Boy Scouts and Cub Scouts helping today, as 
well as their leaders. We appreciate your character and service! A 
prayer by Mark Trotter for this day: O God, your will is that all your 
children should grow into fullness of life. We lift to you the ministry 
of scouting. We offer you thanks for camping, to teach us that the 
world is our great home; for study and work, to build character; for 
service, to see our responsibility to those in need; for 
encouragement in genuine patriotism and vital faith. Bless the work 
of scouting, in this place and around the world, that, through its 
efforts, the young may, like our Lord, increase in wisdom and in 
stature, and in favor with you and all people. Amen. 
 

Attendance last Sunday: 168 
 

Please join our prayer team each Sunday before and after 
worship (8:00/10:30 A.M.) to pray for worship and other prayer 
requests. We meet in the classroom #5 next to the chapel.    
 

8:30 A.M. Sunday Adult Education: Gospel of John Bible Study 
(Chapel). Bring your Bibles! “Learning from the Hymns” Adult 
Education will resume February 18. 
 
Our sympathies to the friends and family of Ardyce Bergeson who 
passed away January 21 in Nevada. Her Celebration of Life 
Visitation will be held in Nevada on February 10.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
My Bible Faith Stepping Stone for 2nd & 3rd graders and their 
parents is held in the Social Hall starting at 8:20 A.M. on Sunday 
mornings through February 11.   
  

Today, we celebrate the Sacrament of Holy Communion. In 
prayerful preparation for our Lord's Supper, please read and fill out 
the Information Card in the pew rack in front of you and give to an 
usher as you are directed forward. We welcome to this family Meal 
all who believe that Christ is present in the bread and wine, 
offering the full benefits of His grace, namely the forgiveness of 
sins, life and salvation. Children who have not received instruction 
about Holy Communion are invited to come with their family for a 
blessing. If you are unable to come to the front to receive the 
sacrament, let an usher know and it will be brought to you. We also 
offer gluten free wafers and white grape juice for those who prefer 
those options. If you desire either of them, simply point to the 
center of the tray where they are available. 
 

Members of the Immanuel Transition Team and the Church 
Council will hold a forum today in the sanctuary immediately after 
worship to give all members the opportunity to ask questions and 
discuss the Pastor Job Descriptions handout presented by the 
Council at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, January 21. Extra 
copies of these are available. This forum will include short 
presentations followed by open discussion time. Upon completion 
of this forum, members will then adjourn to the Social Hall for 
Immanuel’s monthly First Sunday Potluck. All are invited! 

Please join us in the Social Hall following worship today for 
our Potluck! Drinks and tableware provided. Even if you didn’t 
bring a dish to share, please come for fellowship and food! We’re 
glad you’re here! 
 

Don’t forget to check out the periodicals, newsletters, and  
“Our Daily Bread” devotionals in the narthex! 
 

All men are invited to join Men of Immanuel each Saturday 
morning at 8 A.M. for a time of fellowship and Bible Study. Coffee 
and donuts are provided! 
 

Please pick up your copy of the Annual Report after worship 
today (narthex). They are organized alphabetically. 
 

Need a ride to church? Don’t let lack of transportation stop you 
from joining us for worship at Immanuel! Call the church office by 
Friday morning if you need a ride to and/or from worship on 
Sunday—we’ll provide the ride! We will try to honor last minute 
requests.  
 

Immanuel Women's Ministry Quilt Tying Work Day will be 
Thursday, February 8 from 9 A.M. to noon. Join us for a morning 
of food, fellowship, and service to others. You are welcome to 
bring treats for coffee break. No experience needed. 
 

The Immanuel Board of Education will NOT be serving Breakfast 
Club in February. Please plan to join us next month! 
 

The Immanuel CORE members are asked to attend a short 
meeting after worship service on Sunday, February 18, in the 
Cornerstone Room. Items for discussion and decision include the 
future landscaping project east of the Chapel, future fundraising 
projects, and possibility of additional CORE and/or ALPHA 
sessions. And, even if you have not participated in a CORE or 
ALPHA session in the past, all Immanuel members, friends and 
guests are invited to attend this brief meeting/discussion on the 
18th. If you have any questions, please contact Mary or Joel 
Danielson. 
 

If you have an emergency need for a pastor outside of office 
hours, please call the church office (733.4972). There is an 
emergency number you can call listed on the answering machine. 

 Thank you to today's Ministry Volunteers: 
 

Organist: Emily Anderson            

Senior Choir Director: Susan Amensen 

Ushers: John & Corine Nordeen, Bo Ammerman, Tyler 

Oberender, Tyler Whipple            Candlelighter: Jana Isebrands 

Greeters: Sarah, Cassidy, and Travis Jensen   

Reader: Al Hermanson    

Communion Preparation: Nancy McMenamin 

Communion Assistants: Al Hermanson, John Rathmacher 

Communion Helpers: Reagan Vogelaar, Zachary Twedt 

 



Have something to share with the congregation? Share your 
announcements or prayer requests with the congregation via       
E-mail or weekly Sunday bulletins. Announcements for both  
e-mail & Sunday bulletins are due by noon on Thursdays. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Upcoming Immanuel Youth events! 
If you are interested in participating in any of these, please email or call 

the church office at immanuel@iowatelecom.net or 515-733-4972. 
 

Summer 2018 Youth Events 

Riverside Bible Camp’s High School week is July 22-27.  

They have a great week planned; check it out at 

www.riversidelbc.org/youth-camp (click on Sr High). 
 

Called 2 Follow, the LCMC National Youth Event,  

will be in Des Moines this summer!  

http://www.lcmc.net/youth-gathering 

July 17-20, 2018, Grand View University, Des Moines. 
 

 

Questions? Want to volunteer to help with any of these events 

or other youth opportunities? Contact us: 
 

Frank Baedke: fbaedke@rocketmail.com; 515-231-2255 

Chris Dahl: dahlch01@gmail.com; 515-865-5901 

Tammy Nicholson: tknicholson89@gmail.com; 515-291-0034 

Pastor Kurt: jensku01@gmail.com; 515-733-4972 

February 4-February 11, 2018 
Worship & Study Opportunities at Immanuel 

 

Sunday, February 4—Scout Sunday/Communion 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time 
       8:20 A.M.   My Bible FSS (Social Hall) 
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School & Adult Education 
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Immanuel Staffing Forum (Sanctuary), then   
                         Congregational Potluck (Social Hall) 

 

Tuesday, February 6 
9:30 A.M.   Staff Meeting 

 

Wednesday, February 7 
6:30 P.M.   Pizza for Trinity & Confirmation Students 
6:45 P.M.   Trinity & Confirmation Classes 

       7:15 P.M.   Senior Choir 
 

Thursday, February 8 
9:00 A.M.   Quilting Day 

 

Friday, February 9 
     10:00 A.M.   Folding Bulletins 
 

Saturday, February 10 
       8:00 A.M.   Men of Immanuel 
 

Sunday, February 11—Riverside/Youth Sunday 
       8:00 A.M.   Radio Broadcast 
       8:00 A.M.   Prayer Time 
       8:20 A.M.   My Bible FSS (Social Hall) 
       8:30 A.M.   Sunday School & Adult Education 
       9:30 A.M.   Worship 
     10:30 A.M.   Coffee Fellowship (Social Hall) 
     12:00 P.M.   Council Retreat at Riverside 
      
 

New Custodian Needed. Contact Church Council 
President Steve Olson or Edgar Christian to apply. 

Beginning on the 5th of February, my 16 year-long journey 
working for Immanuel will come to a close. I have resigned as 
your custodian in order to pursue a full-time position at the 
Lifetime Fitness Center here in Story City. I would like to thank 
the congregation for the opportunity to serve for so many years 
in this role and to Pastor Kurt and the staff for the support and 
encouragement they have provided. Although I will miss the 
people that I work with and the flexibility that this job has so 
graciously allowed me, I'm excited to begin a new chapter! 
 

With sincere thanks, Shelly Nibe 
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